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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 
1. {Currently Amended) An image reading apparatus[[,]] comprising: 

a reference member; 

an image reading device capable of reading image data of [[a]]_the reference member; 

a random no i s e suppr e ss i ng d e v i c e that suppr e ss e s random no i s e compon e nts i n th e 
i mag e data of th e r e f e r e nc e m e mb e r r e ad by sa i d i mag e r e ad i ng d e v i c e ; and 

a storage device that stores a first image data obtained by reading said reference 
member with said image reading device at a plurality of positions in a sub-scanning direction 
while said image reading device moves, and stores a second image data obtained by averaging 
image data acquired by reading said reference member a plurality of times at a position in the 
sub-scanning direction by said image reading device; and 

a detecting device that detects abnorma li ty on th e an abnormal position of said 
reference membe r at the position, at which the second image data is obtained, based on the 
first and second image data hav i ng random no i s e compon e nts suppr e ss e d by sa i d random 
no i s e suppr e ss i ng stored in said storage device. 

2-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium encoding a control program that controls 
an image reading apparatus and can b e e x e cut e d by a comput e r, compr i s i ng , the control 
program containing instructions for : 

an i mag e r e ad i ng modu le capab le of reading image data of a reference membe r with a 

reading device ; 

a random no i s e suppr e ss i ng modu le for suppr e ss i ng random no i s e compon e nts i n th e 
i mag e data of th e r e f e r e nc e m e mb e r r e ad by sa i d i mag e r e ad i ng modu le ; and 

storing a first image data obtained by reading the reference member with the image 
reading device at a plurality of positions in a sub-scanning direction while the image reading 
device moves, and storing a second image data obtained by averaging image data acquired by 
reading the reference member a plurality of times at a position in the sub-scanning direction by 
said image reading device; and 

a d e t e ct i ng modu le for d e t e cts abnorma li ty on detecting an abnormal position of the 
reference membe r at the position, at which the second image data is obtained, based on the 
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stored first and second image data liav i ng random no i s e compon e nts suppr e ss e d by sa i d 
random no i s e suppr e ss i ng modu le. 

9-14. {Canceled) 

15. (New) The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said detecting device 
detects the abnormal position by carrying out a shading correction on the second image data 
with the first image data. 

16. [New) The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a moving 
device that moves said image reading device in the sub-scanning direction so that said image 
reading device reads said reference member. 

17. (New) The image reading apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said moving device 
moves said image reading device to read an original. 

18. (New) The image reading apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said image reading 
device includes a line sensor that reads said reference member and the original. 
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